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The Russian Federa.on is a signatory of The Conven.on for the Preven.on of Marine Pollu.on 
from ships (MARPOL), and has ra.fied a number of relevant annexes, in par.cular, Annex IV – 
sewage from ships and Annex V - garbage from ships.  
 
There are set of management measures on board of the vessels to address these issues. For 
example, the pipelines used to deliver sewage to recep.on facili.es are equipped with standard 
drain connec.ons. The vessels are audited, and are found to comply sa.sfactorily regarding 
construc.on, equipment, systems, devices and materials. At sea, sewage is discharged at a 
distance of at least 12 nau.cal miles from the shore and at vessel's speed of at least 4 knots 
(Annex IV).  
 
Regarding Annex V, garbage is separated into various categories (plas.c, food waste, domes.c 
waste, etc.) and stored in separate special containers and delivered to the onshore receiving 
facili.es or at sea to transport vessels for further delivery to a port. The onshore receiving 
facili.es or transport vessels issue receipts.  
 
All opera.ons with the garbage are registered at the log. The Ministry of Natural Resources 
through its Agency for Monitoring of Natural Resources (Rosprirodnadzor) assesses the 
environmental impact of fisheries and is responsible for the protec.on of habitats and 
protected, endangered or threatened species. This includes compliance with MARPOL and 
pollu.on regula.ons.  
 
MARPOL logs are checked by State Port Control. All vessels logs are also checked and enforced 
by coastguard during inspec.on.  
 
All vessels must have: 
 

1) Shipboard Garbage Management Plan. The plan contains guidelines for the preven.on 
of marine pollu.on by garbage, mandatory for implementa.on by all crew members, 
determines the general structure and procedure for the collec.on and storage of 
garbage on board, includes a list of devices and equipment for the collec.on and 
processing of garbage. See sample on pic.1. 
 

2) Garbage Record Book. The log registers all opera.ons with garbage including dates, 
coordinates, type of garbage, its volume transshiped to another vessel or burned 
(depends of garbage type). See sample on pic.2. 

 
Mid-water (pelagic) trawl is a gear that is designed to fish in a pelagic layer. It is not designated 
to contact with the bottom, so the risk of damaging or even less of losing the gear is minimum. 
PCA has commissioned a special study to analyze trawling depths and overlay them on the SOO 
depth map to identify any potential risk of an impact.  
 
According to the Fishing Rules, all gears are mandatory marked with information of the fishing 
company that uses the gear and an individual fishing permit number. Gear labeling is also 
checked during inspections by the coastguard. In the event of the loss of a gear, as it is 
prescribed by the Fishing rules, the captain must make all the necessary actions to find a lost 



gear.  The loss of a trawl is also indicated in the vessel’s documents (inventory report) and sent 
to the company. Trawl master is responsible for the fishing gear inventory aboard. Mid-water 
trawl is cost up to $200 000, so the crew make all possible actions not to make it happen.  
 
Management measures on lost gears are regularly reviewed. For instance, at the DVNPS 
meeting in October 2020, adoptions to the Fishing rules were discussed. It was proposed to 
adopt the Fishing rules (section 17 on gear lost regulations) to specify captain’s obligations in 
case of gear lost. It was suggested to add captain’s action with obligation to inform the FFA 
territorial department about gear lost, taken search actions, and details of the situation (date, 
time, coordinates) within 24 hours. The adoption was supported by the DVNPS and will be 
included into next revised version of the Fishing rules.  
It shows that benthos impact management is reviewed, and additional measures are being 
taken.  
 
PCA interviewed client group member companies and requested to provide information on 
cases of gear lost and damage during target pollock fishery in the Western Bering Sea in 2019-
2020.  Majority of the companies confirmed that they did not have cases of gear lost or damage 
during WBS pollock fishery in 2019-2020.  However, one company reported one case of gear 
damage due to wire break, they confirmed that all parts of damaged gear were found and 
taken abroad. It was reported at the vessel log. It is expected that the actual situation with gear 
lose in the pollock fishery in the Sea of Okhotsk is very similar to the WBS.   
 
Companies also explain that they usually use the mid-water trawl during 3-6 years. Crew can 
make easy repair work onboard if necessary. After usage all space parts of the gear are deliver 
depleted gears to special facilities for re-processing. See attached samples of such receipt 
documents.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pic. 1 – Shipboard Garbage Management Plan sample  
(vessel MRKT Erofey of Mintay DV company) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pic. 2 – Garbage Record Bool sample  
(vessel MRKT Petr 1 of Tralflot company) 
 

 

 
 
 



Pic. 3 – Receipts of used trawl disposal    
(from vessel BMRT Admiral Kolchak of SOFCO company) 
 

  
 


